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le. On Wtheaday, 6 J\ay 1960 a t»)o plane 1 1ght of AD-6 aircbart
sgheduled for & low=level mvigati,on training £light (S lower 2 in
airAlameda Instruotion 3310.5), with LT 1315 -

R C.
~ || USNR as £light leader amd L1JG Ji E. JOYNSO

| ‘ 310 USH ae wingmana

‘ The pilots had baen br efed on pertinent re ﬁirementa of CFAA} Ingtruo~

| tion 3310 5 as to rou s altitudes, voice oplls and target/ procedures by ||
| . the Training Officer Md the Weapons Trainipng Officer, A8 plarned, each |
} [ pilet was :g\t evel with the other to act .

ly a portién of the route low'

as chase pilot, 1 /I

o ] | L Sl
LT 2 After briefitwe flt.,n., 1ee.der, 1y conductpd the dm# prior gl (
- ||/ .the pilots manned aircraft and took off at 28T. Both aincraft|carried [
0 || £u1 intepnal fuel and two (2) £uil 300 gallon Aero 1A'external fuel tanke} |

exoass fuel being carried for the planned #ime enroutd so that! acourate [ e

' computapion of waight could bamade for the Noft maneuvsrs t4 bo madd Lol
/1l at the intended target.‘ The f'light procesded as’ briefed, arrivi g over il
||l all cheok points within two minutes of planned times. The! flight passed o
' over the(dry lake north of Lucerne Vallay (BT 3) at/an emmategﬂmo—loooq Waoe!

over the [terrain with LTJG leading, in NP 503 and LTJ3| JOYNSON as | |/
| chags pilot in NP 508, During the turn ab thia po int, NP 508 £411 be- =
|| !ind in%o an extonded tail chass positions| 'A slow climb was initiated .| |/
{ !j_‘ o ,aavefse the mo to.ina :mrrotmd:ung Big éar Lake and 'San Gorgonio )
: 'l Mountainy NP 503 calling out his own powelkaettinge s at this ti |
o NG approxin%’oel\v 32" MAP and 2200 RPMe  Soou
= .} ' incroase in power -t p.pproxim*r,ely 36"
: i | rate of climbe At qr‘ near this t‘ﬂ;;ga :
“ay A if he-tould "make i'o alright" o rds to
Sl . receivad was "yeot,| NP 503 orogsed tHe o
. " estimatdd terrain clearance of 3004400, Adr
. | kmots, (Just after this, at approx;
Rt Il B "Ifye hit" which he rodoghi

ere ten he called out an’ ;:Z S s

00 RPM to 'increase his |/ :
3. oalled ‘NP 508 and skod him
that effect and ;o“l;o a
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NSON and L'NG wo:‘o oh an ,uthom.zad ‘low iavel valput.lon .
gnated Sandblower #12 as deacrib d in com:mum:x Iastruct:.on :

by |
- . &
| .

/
e e i

B }rn THE TNV
| . Le. LTSG JOY
: flight, dQB
3310.5.

: 2. Both i ots had read énd initia led as thair tmdorstcnding of, that
l instructionfand COMNAVAIRPAC Instruction 03LQle3C. Pertinent portions of «
: both instrud¢tions had been emphasized ir earlier briefings » partipularly |
Ias to’ minimy authorized tituces and chase|pilot, positions. IR
'1 \s %\
‘ 3, It appears that af"e% te pre-flight planping had be(’n accomplishe’d prionf
 'to/ the flight, both in the afternood and the evening.of the previous day.
: | I8ectional charts were in u}:e,,for navigationa purposes| marked with:route, :
s ‘turning points and other |check points, "Actual £1ight| path from tho turning |
’ ‘point prior to the time of theg accident appears to hakna been appra :d.‘ma_t‘eiy . £t

three (3) miles to the east the sbeoifie tracka : Ve

| ) 1
15 1 sl Actual re-flight brief by the flight le der, LTJ,G appears to | :
G ! |have been detailed and adequates A standard squadron briefing form was coms'
W , | [pleted prigr to.flight and all turning points, tracks, contemplabed altitu‘d%a,

(fuel consumption data angl estimated ermoute times mm% checked wiph the ' |
.flight leader, N \ |-

i 15. There yas no. indiéation of q:alrunotion £ either
| Y | &t take-off carried full internal- mel, plus, two (2
| |14 external tanks mounted on port and/ starbo ard. 1%_ b‘u%rqiom This [
|| provided fuiel in excess of that required for the flight-but'was done to | | |
) | | provide an!accurate baa\is for compp‘hihg air raft groap weight\ ab the' 1ntencﬂe“d_ Sy
:} | targets . | el || ERRI R e @R 1 R
i \J '. i
6. The 1igh ' _apparent ?thout incidené luntil appz‘omimatelir

[ 11307, at fbhe turning point/specif fod as Luperne Lake: \an Sandbloy
/ #12)s At |that time, according to ‘the statement of iJG \1,he 0 :
| Witness ayailable,l NP BTdmpped‘b‘é P( (because of the turn away|from bidm) |
inbi ended tail chqae o \Whenr| power w&' added for bhe requ j i & R
Ly NP([508 1agead some hati to ot ton behind» d ta 1ietle doyer't thin |
lead aircraft, NP[ P » ,.ﬁ"Qu é he could | [t
_pnd reteived a/ v ga of Myes! , t P 503 topped |4« |
nd was m_op,gk,mf-z xtio, M fthis s so :
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'Oh 6 July 1960 1 was sche.du ‘ed &G[Fli b I.ea.de tor & 88 dblower 12\ th
\\ZIEJG 'JOYNSON ag wingmansi Sgheduled Gﬁoff time was 0T with sche uled*
| xacovery at 15307, We were echcduled' Tzom to 130pT time on targat

N

a’c 103!\ in ves| rioted area 302¢. o SR
; planhed ny mgm the nigEt of 1 July jhen T was the Squadron Duty Officer

with the exception of my. fuel datas On the afternoon of 5 July I planned
nur fuael oonamption using the pilote handbook because [ wanted to see how
plose I could come to my estimatess L7JG JOYNSON was planning the flight
at this time and we. discussed the route brieflys osted we got to=

gether at his lhouee that night and go [over t more thoroughlys Ho.
agreed. Lo | aiviol [ L B N 7

|
tAboxit 1600 thé night of th Sth 1 oalled LT

| |sandblower 12|that day. Ho mentioriod sone of the hazfrds that we ooutd, | N\ ||

‘expoot to endplnter during the flights One| &n partioular was on’ ‘the |
\fourth leg £rom the dry lake noxth of Lucern Valley to San.acinto. He
'eadd that it wee quito a olimb to get' oyexr S n Gorgon t° Moun mwh:lch is

r11502 foot in elevations s I DR A Y
: BN T ¢

' We. also conduoted most o
i wguld lead tHe first and/second lego woul
)ﬁo » Beverph and a small part ‘of b{\e

! | ’4
Abowt+2000 T wont ovex t? 1IG Joamsoh' hidiibel b sx ah plénniing tho-fldghts’

the brief o.‘b ydmo. ‘ é agreed that he
b

eigﬁt then ﬁ would lead ba
£obt Fieids The Flight was planndd bo be 1127

and. ¢onsumo 3400 pounds | oﬁ fuole l,annu ‘b0 bakesoff with full dn-
ternal and two full 300 gallon mLt al tonks maki oux take-off weight /

i 6 fact that we would encounter quite) p_olimh|on the fourth lege | |
-1 We planned o aire ér %&. ‘ .hountain am}hagreeq/

up target t‘.lme of

"'t’_'isoor twouldbe‘ufﬁoie “albit : i /1.‘-’\"

.*\\‘
T

hird, fourth, £4£th, ‘w; il

g longy 7 + 00, om-ohto |
9/

Vi

20 3100 1be, |During this brief we disaussed jov ‘ aok points and I men‘oiong/d

6 praotioe bomh Wl o




'I‘heJ b 8 at leg 'went ad planned wit.h the exoeption oﬂ couple of Jogs off

track to circummnavigate three negr 12000 Poots pa in the Sierra Range.'

o wad at this time I realized thab the old 0313 18t doesn't 1ike to' |
olimb with all that external weighte At 12000 feet [ found 1t [necessary

. to kegp the fuel boost pump on to maintain fuel ;B: gure within limits
while[drawing from an external tank. I aaked 50 i ha was having the
game 1£fiou1ty and he ecaid yes. '

Reachfiing our ohaok point at the ond of the second 1 ¢ two minutes early
I agsumed the lead and 508 positioned himself on my|starboard side on a L50
bearihg a little stepped up and. i\;\t about, two or three hundred yards as wo |

had briefed., ! Going through the
third 1eg 508 fell behind but oaught wp a few minutps lator, T frag mainbain.
ing gbout 500 -feet above the torrain bosausq 4% waal quite hilly and roughs
Pass;ng over Hootor, 508 gave a position reporf/ﬁo aggett radio and we

untain pass shortly. after comnoncing the |

gwltehed back to sq&adron tactioal frgquanoy'. ‘We grrived at Iucerne Dry
Lake/at| 3500 feet now one minube| and thirty sepcondd ahead of schedule., At
this|time 508 was flying on my starboard side ms before, I furnod loft to
& heading of 167° to start the fourth lege |In this turn 508 foll behind.
As T leveled out on heading I galled 508 and told him I was going to 2200
RPN and 32 ‘inches to start my climb to go over the approach*lng ridgoe ‘Ho |
rogered my transmittion, In a minute or 89 1t became apparent to mo that
T'would not be able to oleat the approaohing ridge 8 his power sotting, |
1 :lqcreased my power to! 24,00 RPM and 36" and tulfl 8 I was becruse T didn't
« think I could make it abt 2200 RPM and 32 inches.| [T Llooked back at him and
he yas &bout 1 milé behind and f 1ittlo Loer|T asked him 4£ he thought he
: 1d make 1t and he said yepe | I con'binu a.r‘d oleared the ridge by 300
R 400 feet at 130 kmots and w 038 eonbinui drp course looking for Big Bear
Lake, owr*next check point. 'Over the air thol transmission Itve hit!
Reoogniaing LTJG JDYNSON'S voige Il looked m over my. ehou der and saw a
o "bo.ll‘.l. of Plaok emoke and orange ﬂa?no ripl from ust below 'bhe ridge.

18 Med e turn back bnd called naggett mdio *6n puard ohannel. 'When they
di _angwer' I oalled Many station reading 503 Ij'd Like to/report a omh"
81 ‘v Bell 15 answered and I gave him my' poqnio and told 'him my wingman

a la told mq to ¢climb t'.o mt oueand et ‘shove ﬁhe orash and
' ug atoly from non,vrywintr
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el 3, flll‘light Surgoom and thx*ee Medical 'I'cchnioians immedia.tely drove,

i Morfe

venous fluids, bandages,[ rgsaea, tiracheotomk tube,: min T aurgery
kit land - mtravenoué tubing.
) na.ro tice a.nd other medi llong w e' ls
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Aircre.'ft Accident Report

' {

sé.rety Officer '(Lt.

Attack Squadron 215 i |

Naval Air Station' | fir
Lt B‘ield, Califémia. i

]
T
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